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Please distribute copies of these rules to you r players
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Shaded areas indicate changes from previous versions
Shaded areas indicate changes to the most recent published version

LEAGUE LEADERSHIP

A. Softball leagues have been established to accommodate teams interested in playing softb

the New Castle Coungrea. All games will be governed by the current offid&A Softball

w % m Rules and RegulationtheseNCC General Softball Rules and Regulations and any approve
special league rules.

S n*FIEQI- L B. Softball leagues sponsored by the NCC Sports and Athletics Sectidrewitider the general

q l ' ¢ direction of the NCC Sports Administratassisted by a Recreation Superviand a staff of

NCC Coordinators. After registration and placement of teams by the Sports and Athlet
Section, each individual softball league may electemgue Representative to provide
representation ancbnduct a leaguall-stargame.

C. It shall be the duty of the Sports Administrator to conduct a general information meeting duringsbasoirefor all
managers. During the season, three or more geagan a league may request that a meetingabed in order to
address any issues that may arise during the course of the season.

E. A Senior Coordinator will be appointed by the Sports Administrator to assist with the general management o
entire NCC Adult Softball Program during nasffice hours.

F. An advisory board may be established by the participants to promote softball in New Castle County and to for
pertinent information to the Sports Administrator.

G. All USA SoftballState Championshipournaments (and the related team classifications) are organized and gover
by the Commissioner &iID/DC/DE USA Softballand his/her volunteer staff. AUSA Softballregistered teams are
eligible to compete in state tournaments regardless of regedaos record. To register for a state tournament yot

must contact the Commissioner's Office or the designated Deputy Commissioner for the specific tournament.

JURISDICTION

The New Castle County Sports Office, through the leadership of the Sportsraeticd Section Administrator reserves
the right to administer and enforce all rules pertaining to the New Castle County Softball Program. In instances \
penalties are not specified for violations of rules, the Administrator will assume the resdjppnsimediate and take
corrective action. The Administrator may appoint a committee to help rule when necessary. In instances when co
exist between rules, the NCC General Softball Rules and Regulations will supersede individual leagutheuleagiie
rules are adjudged to be unfair.

ELIGIBILITY OF PLAYERS
A. Players in this program must turn 18 years of age by December 31 of the current $dagers under 18 years of
age (no more than 2 per teamd must be 16 by December 31 of the current s¢amastsubmit a Youth Participation

Agreement, signed by a parent, to the Sports Office before participating in the progrmams composed

predominately of playeldgss tharl8 years of age are not peétted in the adult program unless special admission is

granted by NCC Sports and Athletics Office.

B. Professional Players
New Castle County has established leago@Ecommodate amateur playefs amateur is anyone whrasnotbeen
underany professional contractlated to softball or baseballiring thecurrent or previous calendar year.

C. Roster Limitations

1. Mends and Wosgsioe-pitbhstear@gndWwio me n 6 s F a s t arePpermitted a rosteathas shall
have not less than 16 and not mtivan 20 playersM e n @ans that play in M/W leagues or Sunday Evening
leagues may carry two (2) female players ontheirrodlse.n 6 s t eams t hat play in
male players only.

2. Industrial, Firefighters, and Co-Recreationteams are permitted a roster that shall have not lesd @hand not
more than 25 players.

3. Industrial League rosters must be notarized by an official representative of the company and a current pay
must beproduced if a player's eligibility should lsentested. Men's industrial teams may carry two (2) female
players on their roster. Male players are not permitted to play in the Women's Industrial League. See the Ind
League Special Rules for additional requirements.

4. The Firefighters' Leagueis open to active male and female firefighters and members who are in good stanc
with their fire company. See the Firefighters' League Special Rules for additional requirements.

5. SeniorLeague Senior League players must reach the minimum age by Dec&mléthe current seasone&s
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the Seniot.eague Special Ruléseparate documerftr additional requirements.

Premiere / ProfessionalPlayer Rule(s): A premiere player is defined as a male player who currently plays c

played during the previousseaa on any team ratedS@lI &S tBd SlowMelr

Pitch Program, or any player rated as Class A, A+ or Restricted USA Softball &s

Classification.

a. Firefighter's League: NCC stronglyrecommend that premiere/ professionaplayersdo notparticipag in
the Firefighters League due to the recreational natutteedéague.

b. Co-Recreation Leagus: Premierd professionaplayers are restricted to participation in tighest division
of playin the Frday CoRec Leagueinless special waiver is granted through individual apjpethle Sports
Office. Premier / professional players are not permitted to play in the Mon/WdRke€deague due to the
recreational nature of the league.

c. Menos Op e nPremiera grofessional players are restricted to the Northern, Park, Southern, &
Eastern Leagues and the highest division of the Sunday Evening League.

d. Female player restrictions There are no restrictiotigr female players who are undaofessional contract
with the National Pro Fafitch League.

D. Participation Restrictions

1.

Male Players

Male players are permitted to be on the roster of any combination of the following: 1 MR¢cC®am, 1 Fri.

Co-Rec team, 1 Sunday Evening team, MM/t e a m, 1 T/ Th team, 1 Firef

Masters/Senior League team (if eligible). Male players are subject to the Premier / Professional Player Restri

listed above.

Female Players

Female players are permitted to be on tistar of any combination of the following: 1 M/W ®&ec team, 1 Fri.

CooRec t eam, 1 Sunday Evening team, 1 M/ W t eam, 1

1 Masters/Senior League team (if eligible).

Borrowing Players From Other Teams (Regular Season Only)

Teams with eight (8) or fewer rostered players

roster in order to avoid forfeiting games during the regular season.

a. Ateam intending to use borrowed players must inftie opposing manager in the presence of the umpir
before the start of the game.

b. A team that uses borrowed players may not have more than 10 players in the stastipg line

c. Ateam may not use more than three (3) borrowed players during a game.

d. Borrowed players may not take the place of healthy rostered players who are present at the game. Ifarc
player arrives after the start of a game in which borrowed players are used, the rostered player must suk
in for one of the borrowedayers.

e. Players on the rosters of teams in the Sunday Evening North, Northern, SouthetRex Borth Leagues
are restricted to being used as a borrowed player in only the Sunday Evening South, M/W Park, T/Th Eg
and CeRec South Leagues.

f.  During the playoffs teams are permitted to only use rostered players who meet the restrictions of male
female players listed above.

E. *NEW* Online Roster Procedure
Completed rosters must be submitted bynidnight on May 19.

1.

win

Managers will be provided with@oogle Dodink and QRcode that directs players tananline version of the
roster/waiver formThe link and QR code will also be included on the game schedules so players can easily a
them. The online form will takthe place of paper rosters andivers anderve the same purpose.

A managecan attain a copy of their roster at any time by contacting the Sports.Office

Following the roster deadlinepmosterchanges will be permitted throughout the remainder of¢ason unless
granted under the terms of the "Emergency Roster Addition Procedure” listed Below.e pt i o n: |

Pl ayersdo are not | isted on the roster but are al
in 111.D.3).
At any gane during theplayoffs, an opposing manager may requesttoeseep | ayer 6 s i dent i f

are onthet eamdés r ost er . identikcatior, or & eopytothe rgsterovitl iesulein a forfeit being
declared, provided the opposing manager files a proper proteshepthyer has not submitted their roster
information to theNew Castle County Sports and Athletics Office.

F. Emergency roster addition procedure (appleegular season only)
Emergency roster addition forms are available from the Sports and Athletics &fécdlay19. There must be a
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A

proven loss of players from the original roster and recent chance or incident of forfeiture. Approved emerg
playess must not have playesh any team in the New Castle Cousbftball program during the current season. The
revised roster after the added emergency player must not exceed 14 active players aiadt®/egitayersNOTE:
Teams are not permitted to addplayers after their regular season has ended.
A manager may rightfully refuse to release to a player from a team if that player has failed to return a team un
or has a financial obligation to that team. In the event a team manager desireettorgius a release, the player
shall have the right to request assistance from the Sports and Athletics Administrator. Once a player plays for :
and is released, he / she may not return to play on that team during the same season. Playesag)aitsasieeir
will may request a 48 hour extension to find placement on another team.
USA Softballsubstitution rules will be in effect in all leagues unless amended in the Special League Rules.
Starting Line-Up Requirements (all leagues)
A teammust start if nine (9) players are present at the scheduled game time. A team starting with nine (9) ple
will leave the 18 spot in the batting order blank (in &ec leagues, the blank spot may be placed in eithei'the 9
10" position in order to mintain the malé female batting rotation). Every time this position is due to bat, an ot
will be declared. As soon as another eligible player arrives, he / she must enter the game and be placed in th
spot in the lineup. Failure to do so wittause that player to forfeit his / her eligibility for the remainder of that gam
Eligibility for play in NCC softball leagues does not guarantee eligibility in state tournament competition. Ple
consult your state tournament chairman for specificirements.
Players participating on teams withdrawing from a leaftex May19 are ineligibleto join new teams.
Expanded Player Rule
Up to four (4) extra players may be used provided they are present in the dugout at the start of the gaeteamnd i
the lineup card in the regular batting order. The use of any extra players is optional but if used, the following r
apply:
1. The extra player(s) must remain in the same position in the batting order for the entire game.
2. All of the playes listed in the starting linap must bat, and any ten (10) may play defense. Defensive
positions may change, but the batting order must remain the same.
3. The extra player(s) may be substituted for andnter one time.
4. In Co-rec leagues, eithewb (2) or four (4) extra players may be used provided the male/female batting
rotation is maintained.
5. A team may finish the game with one (1) player lesa thiaat it started with for any reason otltean
ejection. An out will be taken when the vacant position in the batting order appears.

Example (injury): A team begins the game with 13 players in the batting order and no substitutes on the bench.
In the second inning, the player batting in tiep®sition is injured and cannot continu®uling: the game
continues with 12 players in the batting orderergvtime the 8 position is due to bat, and out is declared.
(NOTE: If another player arrives, he/she must enter the game, or be declared ineligible for the entire game.)
Example continued:n the 4" inning a second player is injured and cannot contirikeling: only 11 players
are available (2 less that started) and the game is declared a forfeit

Example (ejection)A team begins the game with 13 players in the batting order and no substitutes on the
bench. In the second inning, the player battintpéen8" position is ejectedRuling: the game is forfeited.

IV.  FINANCES

A.

Admission Policy:

1. Allteams can begin registering in person or by mail beginRéfyuaryl. Full payment is due upon registration.

2. All registrations will be handled onfaist-come firstserved bas pending acceptable status aéan® behavior
and payment record from previous season.

3. An out of state team (= out of state manager and/or 50%resident players) will be accepted only if space
permits after registratiodeadling or if needed to fill a high level division of play.

4. SPECIAL NOTE: (exception to the above policy)New Castle County reserves the right toizeila lottery
system to fill deague whemnleemed appropriate.

Each team must submit the reqdileague entry fee at the time of registration. Checks should be made payable

New Castle CountyA | | | eagues will pay fiCash on Fieldo to

Rule IVi D below).

New Castle County reserves the righintove teams to a higher or lower division when necessary to maintain tt

desired struetre in the adult recreation softbplogram.
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D. Team Placement in League(s)
1. Areturning team is defined as any group of five or more players who were on the sangurosighe previous
softball season.
2. Placement of teams in leagues (newesurning will be controlled by the Sports and Athletics Offaned based
upon previous yearbd6s season @madaigihe oifowirfygedeinasvl ®e p |
used to determine placement:
a. Returningteams requesting tthange playing nightsave priority in league placement over new teams.
b. New Castle County reserves the right to advance the most qualified teams into the next highest divis
league when necessary to maintain the desired structureauehedl softballprogram. Teams may also be moved
to a lower avision / league if necessary.
1. Any team thatvins a league championshbayoff will be required to advance to the next highesgle
for the following season.
2. Any team with consecutive regular season championships aridg tour playoff appearancedll be
strongly considered for a move to the next highest league for the following season
3. Due to thecompetitivenatureof the top leaguegeams will not be forced to move into the highesel
in the Mon./Wed. or Tue./Thiyprograms, however, a team thénhs any combination of two regular
season and/or playoff championships over two seasons and dézlinese upwill not be permitted to
competeiral ower | ev el fdrtheacgrer $ecasonp| ay of f
c. Manager s8 meheld ih cogjunctiom iwithlleagbesplacement meetiaggd teams will be allowed
to present to the group any placement concerns theyhenay
d. Arandom drawing of qualified teams may be used to fill leagues where shortages of teams exist.
e. League assignments will Bimalized on or aroundApril 10 (check the NCC website)The formation ba
late-starting leagugvith mixed levels of abilitys possible andill depend upon the availability of ball fields after
May 1
E. Entry Regulations and Provisions:
1. 2023 Registration Fees:$460 per teani 18 game schedule, plus *cash to umpires on field.
Senior Leagues: M/W Draft League:$44 resident/$49 nomesident (+$10 late fee after April 1}-16-21 game
scheduleteams officiate their own regular season games, NCC pays playoff umpire fees; T/Th Draft Lehgue:
resident/$49 nomesident (+$10 late fee after April 1~15 game schedule, teams officiate their own regular
season games, NCC pays playoff umpire fees.
2. Payment of Registration Fees:
a) A full entry fee is duéipril 1 or as specified on the annual regsion flyer.
b) Checks should be made payable to fAiNew Castl e (
c/o NCCSports Office 77 Reads Way, New Castle DE 19720.
3. Guidelines for Team Entry Fee Refunds:

V  Full customer payment iefundable if requested before scheduling has stai
less 5% of the league fee (max $25)

V Customer payment is refundable with a penalty of 25% of the activity fee i
requested after scheduling has started

V Customer payment is refundable with a penaltyQ8hf the activity fee if
requested after the schedule is complete

v NO refund will be given if requested after season starts

4. New Castle County team entry fees include: Light fees; registratiord8i#hSoftball umpire assignor fees, staff
and administrative fees, regular season division champion trophies, playoff trophies (2), championship pa
(20), etc. There will be noefunds for minor reductions in services caused by weather or other emerger
situations.

5. Softball leagues sponsored by the NCC Sports Office may conduct their owtraAtjamesall expenses must
be shared among participants

6. Any team playing two (2) nights per week that forfeitsttmeescheduled dates (or teams playing one (1) night
per week that forfeit on two dates) for failing to field a team to start the game may be dropped from the le
and forfeit all fees. Excusddrfeits will be given proper consideration.
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F.

Officials' Fees(cash onfield)
1. "Cash on Field" umpire payment proceduses in effecfor all leagues.(NOTE: each team is responsible for %2
of the umpiresdéd fee for each game):

SEASON 1-UMPIRE FEE 2-UMPIRE FEE
2022 $32 $50
2023 $32 $50

2. Umpires are to be paid in cash (NO checks!) by the team managers during ground rules. Payment, made ir
bills (no coin), should be for both games of the doubleheader, if schedREMALTY: Any team who refuses
to pay the umpire before the game will forfeit that game.

3. For incomplete games (less tharl/2or 5 innings), the umpires must return draf of the game fee (split
betweerboth managers) before the teams leavegtimae site.

4. Teams should have umpires sign their score book as a proof of payment.

5. Forfeits (caused by a team having less than the required number of players to start a game) will be paid by
Umpires must report the forfeit to NCC Sports Offigetle end of the next working day. The team causing the
forfeit wildl be invoiced byb508a@iniftrative fde wldch musttbé paid in
full before their next scheduled gamROTE: Forfeits that occur after the game Issarted (usually caused by
player ejection) do not require the umpire to return any of the monies paid to him before the game.

6. If an umpire has to leave the field for any reason, he should turn over his fee to remaining umpire who will n
the necessgmpayment adjustment with the teams when the game(s) is over.

7.1 f a game is suspended before ithabécofmes hef uimei
the payment for the makg game will be a full game fee. Officials will paid a full game fee for a regulation
"tie" game.

8. Umpires may choose not to start a game if unsafe conditions exist. No fee will be paid under this condition.
9. Officials cost estimate:

REGULAR SEASON AVERAGE PLAYOFFS

SEASON| 1 UMPIRE No 2 Umpire @ $25.00tm/gm | TOTAL

games in the
@ $16.00/tm/gm regular season

18 Games 18- $288.00 3-$75.00 $363.00

V. OFFICIALS

A.

USA Softhallr e gi st ered umpires will be assigned by the

1. Umpires must obtain their own "Professional Liability" insurance arel notentitled to any workmen's
compensation benefits from NCC.

2. Teams may require an umpire to sign a receipt when receiving a cash payment.

3. Additional requirements for contracted umpires are included in the guidelines supplied to the Exect
Committeeof the contracted officials' association by the NCC Sports Office.

. Volunteer umpires (approved by both managers) may officiate if no certified (contracted) umpire reports tc

assigned field within the game period. Appropriate compensation mayusel igs all parties concerned by the
participating teams. Volunteer umpires are covered under New Castle County's general liability insurance for in;
to participants but are not eligible for any workman's compensation or medical benefits from NewCGasty if
personal injury should occur.

All ground rules will be established and agreed upon by the managers and umpires before the game. The umpir
clarify any disputes. NOTE: See Rule XII - Home Run Limit). Special league rules that raffgct play must also
be presented to the umpire(s) during ground rules. Common ground rules for specific fields may be included ¢
of this rule packet.

When games are not canceled in advance, the umpires will determine if conditions are ptagighleaunty and
school fields. Staff members of the agency owning the field have the authority to overrule the decision of the un
and stop play on a wet field. At privatedyvned fields, the decision startwill be up to the home team manageda
then rest in the hands of the umpire thereafter.

Stopping of Games Due to Inclement Weather (a detailed explanation of the lightning policy can be found ir
appendices)



2023 General Softball Rules and Regulations Page7

VI.

1. The plate umpire has final authority to stop or continue a game involving rain or lightning. If there is a N
coordinator present, the umpire should confer with him, but the decision is up to the umpire.

2. The umpire, after stopping or failing to startange for weather related reasons, should instruct the players
remain at the site until a final decision to suspend the game is made (if the field is still playable at the tim
game is stopped). The umpire should also remain at the site.

3. No sooner thn thirty minutes after the last sign of thunder or lightnitigs umpire should resume the game
provided the field is playable.

4. At any time the field is declared unplayable by the umpire, he shall advise the teams and NCC coordinat
present) that #hgames are suspended.

5. If one umpire calls his game, he or a NCC Coordinator, if present, should advise the umpires at other fields
complex, who in turn should call their games.

F. When no umpire appears at the playing site by the scheduled stiangnthe home team manager mugto contact

the assignor Anthony Orsinii 584-4455 and askor an umpire to be senBoth teams must remain at the field for

at least 45 minutes beyonlde scheduled starting timeTeams are encouraged to play afic@l game using a

volunteer umpire.The league coordinator must be notified of this situation when reporting the game score later

night.
G. Line-up cards are supplied by NCC and are to be given to the umpire before each game. Complete lasshames |
used on the lineip card. Use the back of card for second game of a doubleheader.

OFFICIAL GAME
A. Grace Period Rulei the grace period rules are applied togbkeduledstarting times of all games as listed below:
1 up to five (5)minutes late =no penalty,
T after five (5) minutes and up to I&inutes late team at fault losetheir at bat in the first inningdoes not
apply to the continuation of a suspended playoff game)
9 after 15minutes =forfeit (first game forfeit if a doubleheader is scheduled);
1 after45minutes= forfeit of the second game of the doubleheader;

B. An official game consists of a minimum of4innings with the home team leading or five (5) complete innings with
the visiting team leadingNOTE: Players must hustle (run) on and off the field between inrtmgssure thathe
maximumnumber of innings arplayed within the allotted time period.

C. Al pl ayoff games must go seven (7) innings, unl e
games will be resumed from the point they were stopped.

D. Stealing, permitted n  me n 6 by US/ASoftbdllRulel8, Sec. 4@s not permitted in NCC softball leagues.

EE A firun aheadodo rule wildl b e ubymate tham20 auhsl aftegthr@® énsings 15 Wh
after four (4) innings, or 1funs after five (5) innings, the game will end. The home team mongilete their turn at
bat during the inning, unless they have reached t

F. 1-1 Starting Count
All games will be played with a-1 starting count on all batters. There is no courtesy foul.
G. Substitute & Courtesy Runners
1. ForAdult (ages 49 and under) players in all leagues

a). A courtesy runner may be used once per inning.

b). Any player listed on the lirap card (starter or substitute) may be used as a courtesy runner.

c). A courtesy runner is officially in the game aftepich, legal or illegal, or a play is made.

d. A courtesy runner that is due at the plate while on base will be declared out. They will be removed
from the base and come to bat.

e). A courtesy runner may not run for an existing courtesy runner excef dadnjury.

f). A player may be a courtesy runner only once per inning. PENALTY: If a player runs the second tim
in the same inning, they will be called out and removed from the base.

g). Arunner who is replaced with a courtesy runner may not keassa courtesy runner for the
remainder of the inning.

2. For Senior (ages 50 and over) players in all leagues

a). Unlimited Senior (50+) courtesy runners may be used for Senior (50+) players if listed on-thge line
card (starter osubstitute).

b). A Senior (50+) courtesy runner is officially in the game after a pitch, legal or illegal, or a play is mac

c. A Senior (50+) courtesy runner that is due at the plate while on base will be declared out. They will
removed from the basend come to bat.
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d). A Senior (50+) courtesy runner may not run for an existing Senior (50+) courtesy runner except due
an injury.
e). A player may be a Senior (50+) courtesy runner only once per inning. PENALTY: If a player runs a
second time in theame inning, they will be called out and removed from the base.
f). A Senior (50+) runner who is replaced with a Senior (50+) courtesy runner may not be used as a S
(50+) courtesy runner for the remainder of the inning.
3.  For corec leagues, coudg runners must be of the same gender as the runner being replaced.
4.  Courtesy runner scenarios and rule references

Table of Courtesy Runner Options and Rule References

Courtesy Runner
Runner Adult (49 & Under) Senior (50+)
Adult (49 & Under) 1 perinning (VI.G.1.) 1 per inning (VI.G.1.)
Senior (50+) 1 per inning (VI.G.1.) Unlimited (VI.G.2.)

H. Early Season Speedip Rule
This rule applies to all leagues frdahestart ofthe seasonhtroughMemorial Day weekend arall weekend makeip
gamegSundayEvening and Mandatory Makgp Weekend gamesAll games played during this period will have a
75-minute time limt (no new inning aftei75 minutey. At any game during the season, by agreement of bott
managers, the "ongitch” rule(with one (1) ourtesy foul)may be invoked at any time in order to complete the game
within the allotted time.Co-Rec. Leaguesduring the "oneitch" portion of the game, a male batter that walks will
be placed on first base and the female batter must bat.

I. Special peeduprulei for novice leagueloubleheadersnposed by NCC if necessarpuring the first game of a
doubleheader, no new inning wilegin75 minutesafter the scheduled start of the game. The game will be officia
regardless of the numberiahings played. There will be no time limit during the second game of the elogdatker,
but the teams-pmisthouspethle uomeal e in order to co
fields have no time limit.

J. Time pattern regulations atlighted fields (unless specified differently on league schedule).

1. Coordinators at lighted facilities can require teams to start a game up to ten (10) minutes earlier than schedul
if any eleven (11) players are present from eaeam. EXCEPTION: Both managers must agree during playoffs.
2. League / Site Coordinators are responsible for starting and stopping games according to time patterns and [
mentioned below:

SCHEDULE START TIME END TIME
6:15 No new inning after 7:20
3 Single gamedjelcastle) 7:20 No new inningl:05 after first pitch
8:25 All play stops at 10:40
6:00 No new inning after 7:10
4 Single games (Banning) 7:05 No new inning1:10 after first pitch
ged 9 8:10 No new inning1:10 after firgtitch
9:15 All play stops at 11:10
: 6:00 (s) No new inning after 7:10
(ZB?rr\]r?ilr? g):;ames and 1 Doubleheader 7:10 (s) No new inning1:10 after first pitch
g 8:25 (dh) All play stops at 11:10
6:00 No new inningafter 8:15
2 DoubleheaderdNeekday Delcastle) 810 All play stops at 10:40
2 DoubleheaderdNeekday Banning 6:00 No new inning after 8:25
& Greeenbank) 8:20 All play stops at 11:10
. 5:30 No new inning afte?:55
2 Doubleheaderssundayi Early Star} 7'50 All play stops at 10t0
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VII.

SCHEDULE START TIME END TIME

*WARNING : Lights may turn off automatically and teams must be off the field to avoid possible injury

3. Use of a grace period results in loss of playing time. Succeeding games start according to schateadésand
governed by similar procedures.

4. Aninning started before enforcement of the "No New Inning Rulgst be completed if the home team is rehi
(Exception: Last game of the night must end according to the curfew).

5. The "No New Inning RuleWill not bein effect when a vacant time slot follows a game, except for cuafev
during earlyseason speed up

6. Delayed startdue to preceding late game
The start of a&ingle gamethat is delayed by a preceding game will be adjusted to allow a minimanedfou
and 5 minutesof playing time and doubleheaderwill be given aminimum oftwo-hours and 15minutes. The
adjustediNO-NEW INNING AFTER" rule will commencesimultaneously withthe end of thelelayed game
period

7. Site Coordinator override of gamstart/stop times
In case of unusual circumstances at a lighted field complex, thigeoor league coondator may impose a curfew
or ruling on a game period not described in the NCC Rules and Regulations.

8. Additional guidelines atightedfacilities during theplayoffs
If there is insufficient time (less than one hour) to play the final game of the evening, both managers, witt
approval of the site coordinator, may decide to postpone the g@therwise, the game will be played and
resumed from the point of suspemsibseven (7) innings are not completed.

LEAGUE SEASON

A. The season will include approximately 9 weeks of league games followed by 5 weeks-ofmngakees and playoffs.
The season will begin at the end of April and every effort will be mademplete the entire season on or about
August 15. The desired structure and game schedules for leagues will be: a) One nightlOmeekns, 18 game
schedulep) One night / week 10 teams, 9 ganshedulgfor new leagues if necessary)

B. Make-up Policy

1.

During the regular season, all incomplete games will be replayed from the start of the game only if they he
direct bearing on final league standings. The league coordinator is responsible for monitoring this situatior
scheduling makeip game (NOTE: Teams may be required to play on off nights or on Saturday or Sunday
prevent a delay in the start of playoffs). During the playoffs, all incomplete or tie games will be resumed f
the point of suspension.

Isolated postponed games maynede up as soon as desired following the cancellation. Team managers shc
agree on a mutual date and contact the coordinator to obtain a field and umpires; otherwise, all cancellatior
be played on the mandatory male dates reserved by the Spdktiministrator.

Upon receiving written notification of a maks game, opposing managers are required to confirm the game wi
one another and the league coordinator. If a rugkgame is not played due to improper notification, the game
may be: 1) ridd a "necontest” and deleted from the schedule; or 2) rescheduled only if final league standings
affected (as outlined in VII.B.1 abovekpecial Note: Managers are encouraged to check with their coordinato
on a weekly basis regarding make datedor postponed gamedT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
MANAGER TO OBTAIN ALL NECESSARY INFORMATION REGARDING POSTPONED GAMES.

When a makaip game has been rescheduled by the league coordinator with the concurrence of both
managers, no cancellatianll be honored with less than 24 hours notice. Penalty: A forfeit may be issued tot
violating team.

C. Mandatory Makeup Weekendfor weeknight leagues)
Each team may be required to participate in one mandatory-npakeekend scheduled Juneluly. The purpose
of the weekend is to replay all previously postponed games, unless the postponed games have been resche
doubleheaders or have been plaiced open dates later in the season by the coordinAlbpostponed games must
have a scheduled date, time, and place entering the mandatorypakekend and must be on file in the Sports anc

Athletics Office. (Exception: Rainouts occurring withirseven (7) days of the Mandatory Male Weekend may
be played at a later date when fields are available).
E. Teams anticipating a major conflisith the Mandatory Makep Weekend must notify tHeports Officein writing

by June 1. Forfeitures may be impoéeno solution can be found.
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E. Weekly Standings / Playoff Guidelines

1. League standings will be calculated based on a W/L/T point system. Teams will receive two (2) points for a
one (1) point for a regulation tie game, and zero (0) pointslamsa The team with the highest W/L/T point total
at the end of the season will be declared the regular season league champion.

2. Ties for finalstandingdn all leagueswill be settled using the following proceduréNote: When breaking a-3
way ormultiple tie, follow the procedure until one tie is broken and return to top and begin procedure again)
a) Most win/tie points
b) Most wins
c) Headto-head competition among tied teams
d) Most win/tie points within division
e) Most win/tie pointsversus common playoff opponents
f) Least amount of runs allowed during haachead competition among tied teams
g) Least amount of runs allowed during he¢achead competition among common playoff opponents
h) Best record among tied teams during last &hes played

i) Cainflip
NOTE: By agreement of all tied teams involvedieabreakergamés) may be usetb settle ties for stplaceonly.
The game(s) must begyedon an offnightb e f or e t he start. of the | eague

5. Weeknight leagues of tdti0) teams or more will generally be allotted a playoff field of eight (8) teams and wi
play a besbf-three series in each round. Leagues with less than ten (10) teams will be permitted a playoff
of four (4) to six (6) teams.

6. Sunday leagues ¢én (10) teams (6 playoff teams) wgkknerallyplay a double elimination tournament. -Rec.
leagues of 10 teams (6 playoff teams) wéherallyplay a single elimination first round followed by a four team
double elimination tournament.

7. Teams willbe seeded in the playoffs based on their regular season record. a.) Example of six (6) team ple
3 place vs 8 place, 4 place vs % place, # place vs winner of #4 vs #5%lace vs winner of #3 vs #6. b.)
Example of an eight (8) team playoffé flace vs 8 place, 29 place vs 7 place, 3' place vs 8 place, 4 place
vs 8" place.

8. The home team in all single and double elimination playoff games will be thewigarine highest seedln a
bestof-three series, the team withe highest seeavill be the home team in the first and third games. If two
teams have identical records, a coin flip must be used to determine the home team sequence for the game o

9. Suspended games may be required to be played on an "off" night or on the next scheduled playing night p
regularly scheduled games.

VIIl. GENERAL TEAM RESPONSIBILITIES
A. Teams acquiring the use bbme fieldsfrom another agency must submit a copy of the appréiedt] permit(or
letter) to the Sports Office no later than March 1. An attempt may be made to provide a minimurhaf ohéhe
team's schedule at their home playing site.
Guidelines for weekdalgagues supplying necounty home fields: (if shortage of NCC fields):

TEAMS FIELDS NEEDED (per night)
<06 0i 1l

o771 12 17 2

137 16 213
> 17 314

B. Team managers are advised to have a written agreement with their sponsor pristad tifehe season regarding
the designated ownership of uniforms and equipment.

C. Team managers must notify the Sports and Athletics Section in writing if there is any player on theiittheam
physicaldisability that may warrant special attentionrin the NCC staff members or umpires during the season. |
addition managers (or acting managers) are required to inform umpires during ground rules regarding the sj
needs of any such player.

D. Inclement Weather Procedures
NOTE: Managers must not rely upon radio announcements as numerous programs are conducted throughot
Castle County and information is sometimes broadcast improperlySpinesand AthleticsOffice does not usually
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report cancellations to the news needi

WHENEVER IN DOUBT, TEAMS SHOULD REPORT TO THE PLAYING SITES ‘

1. Forfastestaccess to program information and announcements follow the Sports Office on Twitter @nccdesp
Followers that favorite @nccdesports will receive a text message to alertftagdports Office tweet.

2. Every effort will be made by the Sports and Athletics Office to decide on cancellation of evening games by
PM. At that time, an announcement will be placed orrtbiement Weather Message Line395-5891). Team
managers are asked to make periodic checks of the recording throughout the late afternoon and evenings i
to receive further updates as necessary. NO INFORMATION WILL BE GIVEN BEFORE 3:00 PM AND N
INFORMATION WILL BE GIVEN TO ANYONE WHO CALLS THE $ORTS OFFICE.

3. In the event that inclement weather occurs late in the afternoon (after 4:00 PM) and playing conditions
questionable, both teams should report to the field and the decision to play will be made as outlined in Rule
A revised messagmay be placed on the Inclement Weather Message Line after 4:00 PM in order to advise t
managers and umpires scheduled for late night games.

4. Under extenuating circumstances a communication tree will be implemented as follows: NCC Sports Offic
leaguecoordinators, league coordinators to team managers, team managers to team players.

5. All postponed games will be rescheduled by the league coordinator through the Sports and Athletics Office.

E. Teams should strive to arrive at least 20 minutes begfmee time. During batting practice, the hitter is asked not tc
stand inside the batter's box. Soft toss batting practice against fences is prohibited. The umpire will call the ca
together and clear the field five (5) minutes before game timdowng the final game of the night, the wining team
is requested to fill the batter's box with dirt and douse the area with water or ice from coolers, except at site
contain synthetic batter's boxes.

F. Guidelines for Permissible Work on County Saft-ields
1. Do not remove any infield material from the field.

2. Do not add any foreign substance to the field surface.

3. Only water from the area of the batter's boxes may be bailed off the field.

4. Only minor maintenance, such as light raking, mayéerformed on the surface of the infield.

5. Do not drive any vehicles onto a wet field.

6. Violators are liable for damages and cost of repair.

G. Team managers are asked to report to their league coordinator any major injuries which occur durimgettod @ou
game. All players are advised to carry some form of personal medical insurance to protect against expenses ir
from injuries. DO NOT move any player that appear to have head, neck, or back injuries91Caddir proper
assistance.

H. GameScore Reporting Procedure
Both teams should provide an official scorer during each game; the home team score book is official. The ma
of the winning team is responsible for reporting the score and umpire attendance to the league coordinatdviby 9:.
on the night of the game. Scores from games that end after 9:30 PM should be reported as soon as possible
game is finished.Incomplete games, tie games, and games not playedatsogte reported by both managers in
order to facilitate rescloeiling. Coordinators will phone in game scores to the News Journal nightly; these sco
usually appear in the Sports Section within2 days after the game is played. Coordinators will also forward up t
date league standings to the Sports Office:B® @M each Friday morning. The Sports Office will then compile all
league standingpublish them on the Sports Office website (http://www.nccdesports.aoch¥orward them to the
News Journal for publication in the Sunday Sports SectiBENALTY: Unde emergency situations only, the
winning team manager will have up to one (1) week to report a game score. Failure of the winning team to rep
the game score and umpire attendance within this time period will result in the game being recorded ada loss
both teams. It is the responsibility of the team manager to verify that game scores and team records are repo
properly. The penalties listed in this section will be applied without further warning. League coordinators are nc
responsible for pusuing scores from teams

. Teams must maintain a ARecord Summary Formo thr ol
game scores. If requested, the form must be submitted to the league coordinator in order to clarify istsunelngs

J. Players are responsible for the repair of incidental property damages caused t@ratheling vehicleskht both
countyowned and private ball fields.

K. Pets at game site@llew Castle County Code Sec-23. Presence of animals; horsebdding).

AHorses, cattl e, ' ivest ock and do me sxteptadog orcanagnleash o

under control of a person is permitted 0 Pets are not permitted to be
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L.

Music Palicy

The following guidelines which are in effect with regards to music played in the area of the softball fields:

1. Music may not contain abusive or offensive language.

2. The volume of the music must be maintained at a level that is audible only thigh¥icinity, and not outside of,
thebleachers or dugout area of the team playing the music.

3. Music may only be played during waiaps before the game, between innings, and after the game is over.

EQUIPMENT AND FIELD LAYOUT
NOTE: USA Softball egpment rules\Www.softball.org are in effect. New Castle County reserves the right to prohibi
the use of any equipment which negatively impacts the recreational nature of this program.

A.

OOow

Uniforms

All players on a team shall wear uniform shirts alike in color, trim and style. A minimum 6" numeral is requirec
the back of each jersey. Caps are the option for each pgdayenust be alike and worn properly. Teams with
incomplete uniforms must seelspecial allowance from the Sports Administrator in order to particifnalty for
violation after May 19: No warning necessaryone strike out declared against one violator who comes to bat durir
innings 3. The violation must be brought to attentiof the home plate umpire by the opposing manager betwee
the time the batter steps into batter's box and completes his/her turn at bat. Switching of jerseys for players lis
the lineup is not permitted.

All teams must provide their owfirst-aid and medical supplies.

Footwear use of metal spikes is prohibited; miptirpose synthetic or rubber cleats are acceptable.

lllegal (unapproved) Warmp Bats

The use of any warrap bat that is not approved JSA Softballis prohibited abr in the vicinity of the ball field.
This rule applies to anyomemadelevice or any legal bat that has been altered in any fBEENALTY = Violating
player will be removed without warning for remainder of game.

Legal Softball Bats

1. The official bat inUSA SoftballChampionship Play must meet all of the requirements of Rule 3, Section 1 an

a.  must beaeither the USA Softballapproved 2000 certification marthe USA Softball 2004 certification
mark as shown below, or theew certification mark for 2013 and Beyond for SLOW PITCH as shown
below and must not be listed onE@B8A Softballnon approved lisiand

FSFE USA

. SOFTBALL
' CERTIFIEIJ

b. must be included on a list of approved bat models published hSAeSoftballNational Office; or

c. must, in the sole opinion and discretion of the umpire, have been manufactured prior to 2000 and if test
would comply with theJSA Softballbat perfomance standards then in effect.

All bats inUSA SoftballChampionship Play, except Seniors, must pastl8#% SoftbalBat Performance Standard. All bats
having the 2000, 2004 or 2013(Slow Pitch Only) Certification Mark and not listed on the list-@pdooved bats with
Certification marks will be allowed iBSA SoftballChampionship Play. Bats with the 2013 Certification Mark will be allowed
in Slow Pitch National Championship Play Only. For your convenience)$#e Softballvebsite has a listing of adipproved
bats and bats that haw¢SA SoftballCertification Marks and are no longer approved.

d. All wooden bats will continue to be approved #8A SoftballChampionship Play regardless of whether
they bear atuSA Softballapproved certification mark or are included on a list of approved bats published
by theUSA SoftballNational Office.

2. Bat Testing:

a. New Castle Countynayconduct random prgame bat ampression testing during the regular season and
playoffs.
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b. Bats that pass compression testing and are free from cracks, rattles, dents, (@btidesonnection joint
of multi-piece batg andany other defect will be issued an identification stickimis sticker will only be
valid for that daydés games.

c. Bats that fail compression testing will be tagged and retained in a secure location and returned to their c
at the end of the night.

d. Players in possession of bats without stickiensng games where compression testing is used will be
subject to the penalties outlined in Rule XllI. of this document.

F. Softballs

1. All softballs must bear &SA Softball certification mark (shown deft) signifying
compliance with the following COR and compression stand&als COR of .520ard
a Ball Compression of 300.0 Ibs or un@green stamp)

2. The ball must not appear on th&A SoftballNon-Approved Ball List.
3. All softballs must have restitches.
SOFTBALL 4. All softballs must have amptic yellow cover
5 A 120 sbftbeal tuse&d i-recleagues. mends and co
a.lncor ec | eagues, both male and female
6. An 110 softball wilkauesbhe used in all w

7. Female players who play in male slprich leagues under the exception granted in Rule
N.C.345mushita 1206 .softball

8. Supplying SoftballsThe home team must supply one new and one playable ball (or tw
new balls) of the same typ the start of the game. If a ball is lost, it must be replaced by
playable ball of the same kind. In general, the team that caused the ball to become lost |
replace the ball.

G. Field layout

1.

AR

The home team shall be responsible for layingloeitliamond and providing bagésluding a double first base)
and flag foul line markers when needed. Umpires will check base placefiggrnthey have been properly set by
the home team. Abelcastle and BanningdCC will providefixed bases witlsleeves in ground

The base distance for all levels of skpitch will be 70 feet.

Fields withingr ound synthetic batterds boxes (please a
Greenbank, and Brandywine Springs.

WARNING: The NCC Sports Office advises that sliding into a baseball/softball base represents a clear and
present danger. Injury may occur. Bases are designed as reference point on a ball diamond. They are not
designed to stop forward momentum or to be used as a shock absorber. Anyone sliding into a baseball/softball
base risks serious injury.

4.

Special field layout (second home plate) forRecreation leagueandSenior League
(See Appendix at back of brochure)

a. Defensive players can only touch the original hgia¢e and runners can only touch the second home plate

1. Runners must touch the second home plate located adjacentto tHeasightd e d batt er 6 s
be safe at home (all plays at the plate are forgs).

2. Runners tagged by the defensive teanhnat be out.

3. Should a defensive player touch the second home plate and still touch the original home plate befor
runner reaches the second home plate, the runner would be out.

4. If the runner touches the original home plate, the runner will be outhendall will remain alive.
Exceptioni if a play is not being made on the runner attempting to score (ball must be in the outfie
the runner will not be called out for touching the original home plate.

b. A no-return line will be scratched into the fie2@ feet up the third base line from home plate. Once a runne
crosses this line, he/she may not return to third base. A runner may not be tagged out after crossing tl
return line, he/she can only be put out as described in the above section.

H. GuidelinesFor UseOf HomePlate ExtensionStrike-ZoneMat

1.

The drike zonemat should be used to help call balls and strikeenever a contractednpire isnot present at
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game site.
2. The grike zonemat attaches directly to rear of home plate.
3. A legalpitch whichtouchesany part of home plate anar the strike zone mat is ruled a strike.
4. Teams may also agree to pitch to their own batters when usisgikieezonemat

a. The defensive team can plabeir extra fielder at any location in the outfieldlmehind second (9 base.

b. The batter will be declared out if he / she fails to put the ball into play (fair ball) by the third pitch.

c. The replacement pitcher must make an attempt to avoid touchiatiealball. If a batted ball touches the
replacemenpitcher, the ball shall be ruled dead, the batter shall return to the plate and-allrbaess shall
return to the base they occupied at the time of the fuiclover). If a pitcher intentionally contacts a batted
ball, the ball shall be ruled deadetbatter shall be ruled out, andlzise runnershall be returned to the base
they occupied at the time of the pitch.

d. After the ball is hit, the replacement pitcher must remowasélf / herself from the play. If a replacement
pitcher interferes with #h defense attempting to make a play dmatgerrunner or runner, the ball shall be
ruled dead and the runner being played on shall be ruled out. All other runners shall be returned to the
last touched at the time of the interference.

e. When a replageent pitcher is used, any volunteer umpire should be positioned behind the infielders to |
on plays on the bases.

5. Thestrike zonemat is not in play for any other game situation.

X. PROTESTS
A. Regular Season

1. Protests must be filad writing to the Administrator of Sports and Athletics within 48 hours of completion of the
game (office hours are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.). Protests will only be accept
they involve the misinterpreian of a playing rule. No protest will be accepted if the basis for the protest
judgment The protest must be registered with the officials at the time of questionable play (i.e. before the
pitch is thrown). The protesting managaust make aerbal notification to home plate umpifeat he is "playing
the game under protest" along with citing the reason for such action. In addition, the protesting masager
notify the opposing manager / scorekedpat the game is being played under ptptes proper notations may
be made in both score books before play is resumed. Please see additional guidelines spéSkiesbitball

Rule 11.

2. A fee of $20 must accompany the protest.

a) The protest will be reviewed by an experienseftball appointee and a preliminary decision (to uphold or
deny) will be announced. If the manager accepts the outcome of the preliminary decision, the protest fe
be returned.

b) If the manager chooses to appeal, a committee will be appointedrtthkeprotest, and its decision will be
final.

c) If upheld, the protest fee will be returned to the protesting team.

d) If denied, the protest fee will be deposited into the Sports and Athletics Section Revenue Account.

3. Valid protested games will besumed from the point of error only if they have a direct bearing on final leagt
standings.Exception: Use of an ineligible player results in forfeiture.

B. Playoffs:
1. A protest must be made at the time of the infractions (ie. before the next pitch)
2. The manager will announce to the plate umpire that he wishes to protest the game.
3. The plate umpire will stop the game and call one of people listed below. Their decision on the protest is fin:

CONTACT TITLE PHONE
Diane Carden DASA Umpire-in-Chief 5987725
Harry Leitner DSUA Rules Interpret 7533219
Andrew Bero NCC Sports Administrator 6689543

4. If any one of the above individuals cannot be reached, the umpires working the game will discuss the pla:
make a decision using th¢SA SoftballRule Book and NCC General Softball Rules as a guide. Their decisic
on the protest is final.

C. Ineligible Players
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1. In order foran ingame protest to be filed the umpire and opposing manager must be notified sometime durin
first three innings that the suspect player is in thelipe Scorebooks must laecurateand the protest should
be documented wi trhe tihne tuhnep iprreobtse sstiignngattueamés boo

2. Managersnustrequesttosee h e s u s p eéDomn thedielda Ifyne ID&an be shown, the plagaustsignthe
opposing team's scorebook and enter their date of birth (month, day, year). Failure to requesiléyses 1D
may nullify the protest. Failure to provide the ID or sign the scorebook upon request shall result in the pr
being honored. An in-game protest that is upheld will result in the game being declared a forfeit and 1
appropriate penaltidisted in Section XII being applied.

3. If an ineligible player igeported after the protest deadline by the offended manager, an investigation will t
place and, if confirmed, one win will lneductedand one loss added to the overall record ofglmtin violation.

In addition, the appropriate penalties listed in Section XII will be applied

X1.  CONDUCT OF PLAYERS, COACHES, MANAGERS

NOTICE: By signing their team roster and player waiver forms, managers and players agree to abide by all pc
and procedures for the NCC Adult Softball Program. Individuals who are reported for violations of the poli
described below will be subject to the appropriate disciplinary action based upon the review of reports thaf are
with the Spors Office. No hearings will be held. Suspension memos will be mailed to all teams involved and &
published on the Sports and Athletics website (http://www.nccdesports.com). Violations will be recorded in a dat:

maintained by the Sports and Athletics Officepeat offenders will receive more severe penalties.

A.

B.

No player, coach, or manager may participate in a league game while under the influence of intoxicants. This |

to be strictly enforced by each team upon notification fronoftfieials.

The sale, consumption, or possession of intoxicating liquor or beverages or dangerous or narcotic drugs or gat

of any kind is prohibited in any park facility under the jurisdiction of New Castle County, DeléMewe Castle

County, Delavarei Code of Ordinances: 24.01.007)

1. AiZero Toleranceodo policy with regard t Raymglspedaioo |
areas are defined as any space outside of the parking areadowrgthe hill at Delcastle or acsothe road at
Banning.

2. Any player, manager, or other team personsiederved with alcohol in his/her possession will cause the
i mmedi ate termination of their teams6é games for
manager anall players involved will receive lonterm suspensions. The team manager will be billed for
umpi r e 6 s gdmeenst playegraymeent Wwill be required before the team will be permitted to resume the
schedulgand the opposing team will be reimbed for their share of the umpire fees

3. Any spectator observed with alcohol in his/her possession will result in the suspension of the game unt
alcohol is removed. Failure to comply will result in the police being called. The umpire / coardinalio
immediately notify the Sports Office and a warning will be issued to the offending team. A second offense
result in the cancell ation of the teamds next s
removed from the kgue.

4. Any confrontation with umpires or coordinators administering this policy will cause the police to be cal
immediately. In addition, the team will be removed from the program for the remainder of the season
individual players involved in theonfrontation will receive longerm suspensions from all New Castle County
sports activities.

5. No part of this rule may be used by an opposing managamanner that is intended to gain a competitive
advantage or alter the outcome of a game.

6. Penadlies for anyone in possession of alcohol in the parking éztsaare outlined in Rule XII.

Any reports of player misconduct shall be reviewed by officiatk@NewCastle County Sports and Athletics Office;

appropriate penalties will then be imposed.

Players with a pattern of poor behavior will be subject to more stringent penalties. The New Castle County S

Office is considering mandatory classes and/ormoanity service for repeat offenders.

All Board of Education and/or private agency property owners' rules governing the use of their facilities mus

obeyed as part of these rules and regulations. Failure to adhere to this policy will cause tl@ff@motdsforfeitits

rightsto utilize these facilities.

All teams are to be held responsible for the actions by any player, spactatorpr any otheperson affiliated with

the teamtoward an umpire or coordinator. Each team must control aitdotify anyone so involved or tlieam
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will be disciplined. Individual(s) committing severe infractions may be subjdinishment from all NCC Sports
Programs for a lengthy period of time.

. The managerof each team will be held accountable by th€NSports Office for the conduct and financial

responsibility of his teamUJSA Softballruling). Players may be placed on temporary suspension until team fees
paid.

. Automatic SuspensionPolicy

Any player/coach who is ejected from a game for unspmtlike conduct must leave the playing area (sight anc
sound) immediately. In addition, the player automatically receives a mintmoimame suspension to be served in
the very next game(syithout appeal. Individuals are not permitted to attend themeg while under suspension.
Each manager is responsible for the enforcement of this penaltyV&ITTEN NOTIFICATION IS NOT
REQUIRED. Use of a suspended player will result in forfeiture of the game and additional suspensions for the pl
and managerUmpires must report by phone &kfeits andejections (players' name, jersey number, tdaague
date of occurrence, and reason for ejection) to their assignor and the Sports and Athletics39&&R@0( within

the next working day (8:00 a.m3:00 p.m.).

Major suspensions or suspensions issued at the end of the current season may be carried over into the next s
play, if deemed necessary.

Teams must not linger consume alcohol in parking areas or residential areas following badisga

. Third Party Interferencednly one member of the coaching staff and/or the player involved may dispute a call w

an umpiren a respectful manneiThe third individual (or more) who enters a dispute will be ejected from the garr
and will receive an additional automatic egeme suspensiorRlayers are advised not to leave their playing positions
or the team bench area, or they will subject thewesdaio possible ejection as a result of "Third Party Interference”.
Zero Tolerancé The New Castle County Sports and Athletics Office is unwilling to accept any profane language
disrespectful behavior by any participant or spectator towards umpgtads, members, or playing opponents.
Violators will be subject to all disciplinary penalties listed in this document.

. Playeri Player Altercations

All players leaving their playing positions or dugout to enter intaltercation inprogress will be ejected from the
game and receive a minimum one (1) game additional suspension. If judged to be participating in the altercatic
penalty for fighthg will also apply. If the majority of the players of either team (as judged by the umpires a
coordinator) are participating in the altercation, the game will be forfeited and the following game for each offen
team will also be forfeited. In additi, a $25.00 fine will be imposed on the offending team (to be paid in cash at t
Sports Office before their next scheduled game). This fine will be forwarded to the offending team's next oppone
compensation for the lost game.

Xll.  TABLE OF VIOLATIO NS AND RECOMMENDED PENALTIES
VIOLATION FIRST OFFENSE SECOND OFFENSE
1. Use of alcohol or drugs prior to game | Ejection from game Ejection from league
2. Use of alcohol or drugs in NCC Parklan Warning or suspension from the next Eiection f |
following game scheduled game jection from league

3. Unsportsmanlike conduct: abusive act,
profane language, or sarcastic remarks | Zero Tolerancé ejection from game plus | Ejection flom game plus minimum three
towards official, staffopposing player, minimum two game suspension game suspension and probation

spectatorsetc.

4. Unsportsmanlike conduct: abusive act,

profane language, or sarcastic remarks . N iCool Down o f oirplayeri®
- Simultaneous warning issued to each tear . e
towards .oneds self disqualified
5. Fighting (aggressor) Ejection from game plus minimum three Ejection from league
game suspension
6. Fighting (noraggressor) Ejection from game plus minimum one Ejection from game plus minimum two
game suspension game suspension efection from league

7. Failure to leave area of ball field after
ejection; continuous harassment of official Ejection from game plus minimum three | Ejection from game plus minimum four
persistent arguing, etc. game suspension game suspension plpsobation

8. Returning to encounter witm afficial
after ejection; violent behavior; charging a Ejection from game plus minimum four
official; incidental threatening of official, | game suspension

etc.

Ejection from league
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VIOLATION

FIRST OFFENSE

SECOND OFFENSE

9. Intentional threatening afficial,
threatening official after game, returning
after game to encounter an official (outsid
of playing facility)

Minimum six (6) month suspension from a
NCC Sports activities.

N/A

10. Physical altercation with an official or
staff member; extrem@olent behavior

Ejection from league with possible long
term suspension

Indefinite suspension or permanent
expulsion

11. Kicking or throwing dirt so that it lands
on an official, staff member, or opposing
player

Ejection from game plus minimum four
game suspension

Ejection from league

12. Nonflagrant bumping of official or staf
member (accidental or intentional)

Ejection from game plus minimum four
game suspension

Ejection from league

13. Malicious destruction to facility and / o
NCC property

Suspension from league untéstitutionis
made to proper agency

Ejection from league

14. Misconduct preceding or following
game

Individual subject to all NCC disciplinary
procedures as listed in these rules

Ejection from league

15. Player out of uniformafter May19

One strike out declared against one violat
if protested during the first three innings

N/A

16. Throwing bat / equipment; colliding
with opponent on forceut or tag play

Umpire discretiori disqualification (no
removal orsuspension) or ejection (remov
and minimum one game suspension)

Ejection from game plus minimum two
game suspension

17. Inadvertent use of ineligible player;
unintentional roster omissions; etc.

Up to afour week suspension for manager
and / oroffending player plus forfeiture of
game(s)

Ejection from league for remainder of the
season plus forfeiture of game(s) and loss
managerial privileges for the following
season

18. Intentional use of ineligible player;
using assumed names; etc.

Offending playeis ejected from the league
plus a manager suspension of up to four
weeks. The offending team is prohibited
from playing in the playoffs.

Team ejection from the league for the
remainder of the season and loss of
managerial privileges for the following
seaon

19. Failure to submit roster by due date;
failure to call in game scores and umpire
attendance by 9:30 pm.; failure to submit
properly completed lineip card during
ground rules

One game suspension for manager and /
forfeiture of game(s)

N/A

20. Violation of player participation rule
(NCC Rule lI.D.)

Forfeit of protested games plugetionall
leagues involved in the protest

21. Possession of a bat (at the field) witho
a certification sticker when bat compressic
testing has beeronducted

Ejection from complex for the remainder @
the evening

Ejection from league

22. Possession of a bat (in thea t thexr ¢
or after an abat) without a certification
sticker when bat compression testing has
been conducted

Player is declared oaind ejected from
complex for the remainder of the evening;
all advance of runners during the play is
nullified. In addition, the player will be
suspended for his t
games

Ejection from league

XIII.

return to the bases they occupied at the time of the pitch.

moowz

East

Co-Rec WestCo-Rec CentrglandCo-Rec Weeknight.

m

HOME RUN LIMITS (unless specified dierently on front page of official schedule):
In all cases, each home run hit in excess of the maximum allowed is recorded as an out; the ball is dead and all rur

1 Per Iniing/Use t or Lose It: Northern; Southern; Sunday Evening North
1 UP/Max. 4: FirefightersCo-Rec North

1 UP/Max. 3:Park Eastern, Sunday Evening South;-Rec South
2 Max: County,Recreation, Sunday Evening East;Re c
1 Max: Atlantic, Western Pacific, Centra] Sunday Evening Wesgunday Evening Centrgbunday Evening Metto

and Womenos

Special Note:1) During crosglivision play in regular seasaeams must use the lower home run limit if differences

exist 2) During playoffs, team playing upwill use the higher home run limit; team playing doivwill use the

lower home run limit.

Unfenced fiéds with natural or mamade home run boundary: the home run limits above will apply to any automat

Recr ea
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home run boundary approved by all parties during ground riNE3TE: The ball must hibeyondthe home run
boundary ornthefly. (Example: Parking lot ofPowell Ford #2).

XIV. OFFICIATING COMPLAINTS / COMMENDATIONS

XV.

XVI.

Any complaints / commendations regarding officiating must be submitted in writing to the Sports and Athletics Se«
in order for effective action to be taken. Your letter will be carefelyewed, and a copy will be sent to the appropriate
umpi r es 6 &Lomplaimtsidapenidingrupon the severity of the situation, a recommendation may or may not
made by our office. In either case, the letter will be documented and your inpué Wwiineficial in helping to assess
future complaints on a particular official. Please recognize that complaints from a winning team are more often he
higher regard than those from a losing team.

ASSUMPTION OF RISK

The New Castle County Sports afvthletics Section and its officers assume no responsibility for injuries to the membe
of any team holding franchise in this league no matter under what circumstances incurred; adoption of these rules
team managers shall be the equivalent ofdnd lawful release and discharge of any and all claims that any patrticipa
may have or that may arise in the future against any of the aiaowed for injury to their persons or property.

SAVINGS CLAUSE

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, sectiomoation of these rules and regulations for any reason shall be adjudg
invalid by a court having jurisdiction, sugidgmentshall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder of these rule:
and regulations not directly involved in the controverswliich judgments rendered.
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XVII. SUSPENSION LISTS
Long Term Suspensions
The following suspension list was last compiled on Wednesday, March 29, 2023.
PLAYER TEAM SPORT SUSPENSION (YR) EFFECTIVE ELIGIBLE
Jones, Rannord FulHundred FC Soccer Lifetime All Sports n/a
Benson, Brian Magnum Force Football Past Debt ( ¢AllSports Indefinite
Black, Eric Family First Winter Basketball Past Debt ( ¢ AllSports Indefinite
Bull, Erich Wailing Souls Indoor Soccer Past Debt All Sports Indefinite
Burbage, Knowlington Magnum Force Football Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Byam, Christopher Big Red Summer Basketball Past Debt ( ¢ AllSports Indefinite
Cutler, Paul, Jr Docs Demons SpringFootball Must Apply All Sports Indefinite
DiMarzio, Nicol Tigers Field Hockey Past Debt All Sports Indefinite
Driver, Andre Panthers Basketball Past Debt All Sports Indefinite
Dube, Robert 18" & VanBuren Fall Football Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Ekdahl, Kurt Budweiser Softball Past Debt ( ¢AllSports Indefinite
Fisher, Jemal Magnum Force Football Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Ford, Ken Cotton Club Summer Basketball Past Debt ( ¢AllSports Indefinite
FurchnerBrett Magnum Force Football Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Hubbard, Mike H&J Winter Basketball Past Debt ( ¢ Al Sports Indefinite
Hudson, Todd Magnum Force Football Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Joachim, Socrates Pizza ByElizabeth Soccer Indefinite All Sports Indefinite
Johnson, Solomon Purple Soul Summer Basketball Past Debt ( ¢AllSports Indefinite
Keys, Bahkeim Dunnz Fall Football Anger Mgmt . AllSports Indefinite
Krupanski, Vince Coatesville Sabres Ice Hockey Past Debt ( ¢AllSports Indefinite
Matthews, Rich Magnum Force Football Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Mendez, Bonifacio Guerrero Azteca Soccer Past Debt All Sports Indefinite
Mintz, Calvin Magnum Force Football Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Moss, Kevin Magnum Force Football Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Price, Robert The Crew Winter Basketball Past Debt ( ¢ AllSports Indefinite
Williams, PJ 7-11 Softball Past Debt ( ¢All Sports Indefinite
Womack, Isaac Laborers Unlimited Spring Football I ndefinite (AllSports Indefinite

*Denotes new additions

Note(s): Players are not permitted to be at playing sites while under suspension. Future misconduct will result in
more severe penalties. If there are any questions on suspensions, please call the Sports & Athletics Office at 395-

5890.

Numerous managers have faid to pay forfeit fees incurred by their team during tpeevious seasonsThese managerare
placed on indefinite suspension until payment is received in the Sports Office. A list of violatorsluded in themanager
packetsbrochureor you may call the Sports Office 8955890if you have any questions.
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This information is available on the Sports and Athletics website:
nccdesports.com

Lightning Policy
NCC Field Directions
Hydration Recommendations for Athletes
Injury Report Form
Incident Report Form
Season Summary Form
Assault on a Sports Official Law
Emergency Roster Addition Form
Weekly League Standings
Game Rescheduling Notices
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TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

New Castle County

Office
Sports Office (Monday Friday, 8:00 ani 4:00 pm, recorder after hours)...........ccccceennn.. 3955890
Sports Office FaxX (24 NOUIS)......c.ooeiieieiiiii et e e e e e e e anan s 3955892
SportsOffice Inclement Weather Message (24 NOULS) ......oiiieieeeeeiiiceeeicee e 3955891
PEIMILS SECHION. ......eeiiteiiiee ettt rree e e e e e e e et e et e e e e e et ab s mmmr e e e eeeeessnnnnn s 3955606
Special ServicedHacility EMEIrgENCIES)........covvviiiiiiiiiiimmreeeeieiitiiss s e e e e e emrnnnnnn e 3955700

Softball Staff

Andrew Bero, Sports and Athletics AdministratQr...............ccccceeeeeiiceeevvvenvnnineenn. (office) 3955890
Chris Colby Recreation SUPEIVISO...........coiiiuiiiiiiieeers bbb eeeeeeeeeeeeees (office) 3955890

Maryland/DC/Delaware USA Softball

Executive Staff

Ryan Melson Deputy Commissiondemail: melsondemo@comcast.fet.............ccvvvvvnnnnne 2753104
Jeff Smith Sr, DelawarePlayer Representatifemail: smithj218@aol.com..........cccceeeennn.. 5392662
Umpire Staff
Diane CardenDelawareUmpire-in-Chief (e-mail: ladyblude@verizon.ngt.............cccceennn.. 5987725
Dave Mattern DeputyUmpire-in-Chief (email: delawaredave@comcast.net..................... 3540165
Ryan MelsonDeputy Umpirein-Chief (email:melsondemo@comcast.fet............ccccuee.... 2753104

DelawareSof t bal | Umpiresd Associ at

Jeff Smith Presidente-mail: jsmith@Vvhc27.com)..............ooorriiiiiiiie e 5304939
Anthony Orsinj Assignor (email: anthony.orsini@state.de)us...........oovvveiiiiiiiene s 584-4455
Harry Leitner, Rules Interpreter (emdiBle @iximd.COM...........cccevvrriiiriiiiiiemmeeee e 7533219

Miscellaneous

News Journal Sports Desk...........cccovvviiiiiiceenieennens 3242804, 3242806, 3242850, 3242298 (Fax)
News Journal Sports DesK.........ccccoovvviiiiiiiccee s Online / Email: scores@delawareonline.com
USA Softball(www.asasoftball.CoOMN.........coeeriiiiiiie e veeee e (405) 4245266
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2022 SOFTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPIONS / RUNNERS-UP

LEAGUE

CHAMPION

RUNNER-UP

CO-REC NORTH

CO-REC SOUTH

JP Home Improvements (16-5)

Rhino Linings | (16-5)

CO-REC EAST Durney Post 27 (18-5) Rhino Linings 1l (17-6)
CO-REC WEST Slingers (20-1) Point to Point (15-7)
CO-REC M/W

SUN. EVE. SOUTH

BFS / Shone Lumber (18-6)

Pierson Farm (12-11)

SUN. EVE. EAST

Rhino Linings (11-11)

Beckerds R®ofing

SUN. EVE. WEST

Showtime (11-10)

Load OEm3)Up

(9

SUN. EVE. CENTRAL

Whiffleballers (16-8)

Lost Boyz (12-12)

SUN. EVE. METRO

M/W NORTHERN

M/W PARK Rhino Linings Il (15-7) ReMax / Lindstrom (14-11)
M/W COUNTY Concept Foods (21-4) George Norman Band (17-8)
M/W PACIFIC Fish On (20-6) TackleUp Marlins (18-7)

T/TH SOUTHERN

T/TH EASTERN

T/TH RECREATION

Paint Doctor (18-5)

Hitmen (15-8)

T/TH WESTERN

Durney Post 27 (15-12)

Local 313 (16-12)

WOMEN'S REC.

DB Electric (19-4)

Rhino Linings (16-7)

SENIORS' 62+

SENIORS' DRAFT

Green (9-7)

Gold (11-5-1)
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
.
- 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31 1 Registration 2 3 4
Opens
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
m (12 13 14 15 16 17 18
LLl
LL
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
X | DST Begins
< 19 20 21 22 23 24 Registration 25
=
Deadlin e
26 27 28 29 Manager 30 Manager 31 Payments 1
Meeting Meeting Due
2 3 4 Sr Draft 5 6 7 8
Meeting
9 10 Sr. Practices 11 Sr. Practices 12 Sr. Practices 13 Sr. Practices 14 15
e EASTER b e P Pre-Season Tournament ----- | =---memmemmees A
% 16 17 18 19 Sr. Practices 20 21 22
S#1 Sr. Practices Sr. Practices < Weekday # 1 > Sr. Practices F#1
23 24 25 26 Sr. Practices 27 28 29
S #2 Sr. Practices Sr. Practices < Weekday # 2 > Sr. Practices F #2
30 1 2 3 4 5 6
S#3 M/W Senior #1 T/Th Senior #1 < Weekday # 3 > F#3
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
S#4 < Weekday # 4 > F #4
> |14 moTHERGS 1 15 16 17 18 19 20
<§E S#5 <Weekday # 5 > F#5
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
S#6 <Weekday # 6 > R
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
------ MEMORIAL DAY ---------—- A <Weekday # 7 > F #6
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
S #7 < Weekday # 8 > F#7
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Z S#8 <Weekday # 9 > F#8
3 18 FATHERGS [ 19 20 21 22 23 24
S#9 M/W  from 5/29 T/Th PO #1 M/W PO# 1 T/Th PO#2 F#9 M/U Weekend
25 26 27 28 29 30 1
S PO# 1 M/W PO# 2 T/Th PO #3 M/W PO# 3 T/Th PO#4
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
= AT @R JULY = | semmemmmemeeeee || e e A M/W PO# 4 T/Th PO# 5 F PO #1
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
- S PO #2 M/W PO# 5 T/Th PO# 6 M/W PO# 6 T/ITh PO# 7 FPO#2
,:_)> 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
M/W PO# 7 T/Th PO# 8 M/W PO# 8
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
DE ANG Tourn ey DE ANG Tourn ey DE ANG Tourn ey DE ANG Tourn ey
30 31 1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
V)
<D( 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
[ R -Execut i ve| Tournament ----- | -----------emome A
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
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FI REFI GHTERSO6 LEAGUE SPECI AL RULES

1. Rosters are limited to 30 players with no restrictions or special rules for female players.

2. The minimum age for participation in the Firef.]|
number of players ages 14-17 on the roster, but only two (2) players under 18 may be in the line-
up at any time during the game.

3. Theionwep 0 home willube usedwithea maximum of four (4) home runs per team. For
any home runs hit in excess of the number allowed, the ball is dead, the batter is out, and all
runners must return to the bases occupied at the time of the pitch.

4. Player eligibility - players must meet one of the eligibility requirements below:
a. be a member, in good standing, of their team
b. be a member, in good standing, of a neighboring company / department that does not have
a softball team
c. beaful-t i me paid firefighter that works for thei
d. be afull-time paid firefighter that works for a neighboring company / department that does not
have a softball team
Any questions regarding the eligibility of a player will be handled as a protest.
Penalty: 1t offense 1 forfeit of game and removal of player from the league; 2" offense 1 forfeit
of game and removal of team from the league.

5. No Courtesy runners are permitted effective (3/28/06).

6. Premier player rule: Due to the recreational nature of this league, players who play or who have
played (previous season) on an USA Softballr at ed ASuper 6, AMaj or o, AA
are not encouraged to play in this league.

7. Two rosters will be collected from each team. The New Castle County roster must be submitted
in accordance with NCC rul es. The Firefidhter
game of the season. It must be signed by both the president and chief of the company. A copy
of this roster will be given to all teams.

7. Protestsiany protest of these Firefightersd League
committee consisting of the league president and four team managers, or five mangers (if the
president is not available).
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CO-RECREATION FIELD LAYOUT

A special field layout will be used in all Co-Rec games. The layout, illustrated above, is designed to
\ separate runners and fielders at home plate in order to avoid collisions. Two additional lines are
marked on the field: 1) the first base line is extended from home plate to the back stop, 2) a “no-
‘ return” line is placed 20 feet up the third base line from home plate. A second home plate, if used,
| should be placed no further than eight feet from home plate on the extended first base line. The
following rules govern play at the plate:

1. Defensive players can only touch the original home plate and runners can only touch the second
home plate. .

a. Runners must touch the second home plate located adjacent to the right-handed batter's

box in order to be safe at home (all plays at the plate are force-outs).

b. Runners tagged by the defensive teamwill not be out.

‘ ~c¢. Should a defensive player touch the second home plate and still touch the original home
plate before the runner reaches the second home plate, the runner would be out.

d. If the runner touches the original home plate, the runner will be out and the ball will remain
alive. Exception — if a play is not being made on the runner attempting to score (ball must
be in the outfield), the runner will not be called out for touching the original home plate.

: 2. A no-return line will be scratched into the field 20 feet up the third base line from home piate.
i Once a runner crosses this line, he/she may not return to third base. A runner may not be tagged
| out after crossing the no-return line, he/she can only be put out as described in the above section.
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2022 USA Softball Rule Changes with Comments as of October 27, 2021
NOTE: All changes below are EFFECTIVE January 1, 2022 unless otherwise noted
T i i i i iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i i i i iiiiiiiiios
Rule 3, Section 1D: Delete the sentence; Any attachment such as a molded finger grip, flare cone or choke
up device must be attached with grip tape.
Comment: Removes the requireme nt to use tape to attachments added to the grip.

Rule 3, Section 3A: The 1206 Fast Pitch ball will have the ifla¥%l owi ng
Weight: 6.50 0z i 7.00 oz., Compression: 275.0 LBS I 375.0LBS, COR: .470 Max, and Dynamic  Stiffness:

7500 LBS. Max.

Comment: Cr eates common specifications for the HNC\AanHEHRHSE. Tisisc h
effective in 2024

Rule 4, Section 1C [1]: Adds a letter D and E. D allows for ONE EP so you can bat 10. E allows you to  use the
DP/Flex with ONE EP to bat 10 players. In both D and E, any player in the line -up can play defense.

Substitutions for the pitcher and catcher must be reported.

Comment:  This allows for an EP in Junior Olympic Girls Classification of Play . In E the DP/Flex Rule is in effect
so if the Flex is taken out of the defense it is a substitution. Also clarifies substitutions for the pitcher and

catcher must be reported.

Rule 4, Section 1C : Change the designation of fABasemanodo to fABase pl
Comment:  This change better represents all who participate in our game.

Rule 4, Section 2L: Creates an additional section in the ADA Rule which allows a player with a disability, who
needs to come out of the game due to the disability, to have a replacement player u  ntil the disability subsides.
Comment:  This allows players who have certain conditions such as a diabetic event, to leave the game and be

replaced until they can return, without requiring a substitution.

Rule 5, Section 10A: (10U) Changes the time limit t o one hour and forty minutes and finish the inning and
removes the requirement to play one additional inning.

Comment: Removes the need to play one additional inning once the time portion of the time limit has expired.
Also changes the time portion to one hour forty minutes and finish the inning. All other parts of the Rule

remain the same.

Rule 5, Section 10B: (12U -18U) Changes the time limit to one hour and forty minute and finish the inning
and removes the requirement to play one additional inning.

Comm ent: Removes the need to play one additional inning once the time portion of the time limit has expired.
Also changes the time portion to one hour forty minutes and finish the inning. All other parts of the Rule

remain the same.

Rule 5, Section 10C: (16U GOLD and 18U GOLD Pool Play) Changes the time limit to one hour and forty
minutes and finish the inning and removes the requirement to play one additional inning.

Comment: Removes the need to play one additional inning once the time portion of the time limit has expired.
Also changes the time portion to one hour forty minutes and finish the inning. All other parts of the Rule

remain the same.

Rule 6A, Section 3K: (Women's and JO Girls) Pushing off and dragging the pivot foot in contact with the

ground o r having both feet in the air is allowed.

Comment:  Allows for Women and Junior Olympic Girls Classification of Play to have both feet in the air at

the same time but must still stay within the 240 pitching p
Rule 6C, Section 3J: The pitcher has 5 sec  onds to release the next pitch after receiving the ball or after the
umpire indicates fiplay ballo.

Comment:  Reduces the time to release a pitch from 10 to 5 seconds.

Rule 7, Section 3B: (All JO Girls Slow Pitch, JO Boys 14U, 16U, 18U Slow Pitch, and all Adult Slow Pitch,
Except Seniors) The batter shall assume a one ball, one strike count wupon entering the batHt
Comment:  Adds All JO Girls to the Classifications of Slow Pitch to start with a one ball and one strike count.
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